
Fidoõs Focusð òI am Sickened by the Lack of Humanity in our World Today!ó  
by Michelle Reichlin 

FIDO Fostersé How Happy Families are Made! 
By Lori Dubosh 

Fidoõs Companion rescued Trinity from a dog pound.  Not only did she just deliver a 

litter of puppies that no one knows what came of, she is terribly emaciated.  Her 

photo stunned me when I first saw it and I can only be glad we could find a way to 

help her.  Trinity is now resting safely at our vets and will be there for at least 1 

month until she puts on some weight, and can be spayed.  She is estimated to be 

around 1 1/2 years old and has delivered multiple litters of puppies.  We feel she is a 

mix of American Staffordshire Terrier.  She only weighs 35 lbs. and that is with hav-

ing engorged tits filled with milk.  God only knows what she would weigh if she was 

not filled with the milk.  She should be at a minimum 50 lbs. according to our vets.   

She is heartworm negative but loaded with worms that she as been treated for.  Trin-

ity is so very sweet and loving with humans and is friendly with other dogs.  How 

could a dog who has been so abused be so trusting??  All I can say is dogs are resil-

ient and forgiving creaturesé...wish I could say such nice things about human kind! 

(continued on page 2)  

 

I arrived at West Park Animal Hospital and they brought Sanibel out to me first and I 

was amazed at how sweet she looked.  The photos that I saw of her did not do her jus-

ticeéshe was beautiful.  We walked around  together, and she just looked at me the 

whole time.  While spending time with her, she just wanted to be cuddled and be 

held.  She really loved human contactéthat was obvious.  She was just so loving and 

trusting, I was on board to foster her for sure.    
I brought Sanibel home and had her meet my two labs, Bo and Koal at the fence.  She 

just kept wagging that silly docked tail.  I let her through the gate, and she started 

playing with both of them.  She adjusted just fine to them, and it was clear that they 

liked her too.  

When my kids saw her they fell in love with her.  She just climbed right on their laps 

and held them down to give them kisses.  We were amazed at how she fit right in with 

her new surroundings and was comfortable and content.  In days to come, it was ap-

parent that she really was an awesome dog.  We had no problems with her at all ð 

she was perfect.  We just couldnõt understand how someone could lose her, and not 

search the world to find her.  If she were my dog, I would never stop searching until I 

found her.  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2é.. 
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FIDOõs Companion Inc. is a small, 

closely held non-profit 501(c)3 

organization made up of volunteers 

who perform vital functions in the 

process of rescuing animals.  We 

operate out of Avon, Ohio.  We 

primarily rescue dogs from the 

Lorain County Dog Pound before 

they are put to sleep. 

www.fidoscompanion.com 
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Trinityõs Poem...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

How did my life become this:  My life was worth nothing until now.  

My life was worth nothing to the people who owned me.  I received no basic care, food, wa-

ter and just was used to breed puppies for them to sell.  

My life was worth nothing to the people who found me on the side of the road skin and bones 

and clearly in need of medical care.  They just dumped me off at the dog pound.  

My life was worth nothing at the pound.  I had to lay on a concrete floor with my poor body 

condition and in such discomfort waiting to meet my fate in the gas chamber.  

My life was worth nothing to so many, but it was just a few who made my life have some 

meaning.  

A volunteer at the pound who brought me a soft bed to lie on and gave me treats.  

A group of  rescuers who took me into their care so I could be treated medically.  

My life now has a purposeé.I was rescued from the pound and taken to the vets so I could 

be cared for.  

My life now has a purpose...I was rescued and have a full belly, a soft bed to sleep on, a  

constant bowl of food, and a spay scar so I will never be used to breed again.  

My life was worth nothing, but now my life has a purposeé I am meant to LIVE! 

Continuedé FIDO Fostersé.How Happy Families Are Made 

Page 2 Fido Speaks! 

Sanibel and Dagoba play, and saw 

how comfortable she already was 

with Brian and Glenna.  I knew she 

would be just fine, and would never 

be lost or misplaced again.  She 

would live her remaining years 
with them, and would love every 

minute of it.   

This is what itõs all abouté. placing 

a great dog in a great forever 

home.  You miss them, but you 

know that they will be taken care of 

always. They will be loved and 

spoiled for the rest of their lives as 

they should be!!!!  

 
See Page 3 for Sanibelõs 

Adoption Story by her new 

parentsé.óThe Chocolicious 

Duo!ó 

Sanibel was quite the character, 

and was very vocal.  She just loved 

to talk.  Everyone that came to my 

home thought that she was ador-

able.  I kept thinking that this may 

be the time that I fail as a foster, 
and keep her, but I knew that I 

wouldnõt be able to help anymore 

dogs if I did that.  Then the came 

the call from Michelle saying that a 

great couple named Glenna & Brian 

Snezek were interested in meeting 

her.  All that I could hope is that 

they were really special people, 

because thatõs what Sanibel de-

served.   

When we met Glenna & Brian we 

were greeted at the door by a 8 

month old Chocolate lab named 

Dagoba.  She was just toooo cute.   
A typical puppy that was so excited 

that a dog was there to play with 

her.  I sat and talked with Glenna 

while Dagoba and Sanibel ran 

through the house at full speed.  

The two of them were having a 

blast.  Then Brian arrived home 

from work and was just as enter-

tained watching them as we were.  

They told me of the recent loss of 

their Chocolate lab named Morgan.  

Listening to them telling me about 

her was just heartbreaking.  They 

showed me so many pictures of her, 

and she was just beautiful.  It was 
apparent that they were devastated 

by her loss.  Losing her was the rea-

son that they wanted to adopt a res-

cue, they wanted to make a differ-

ence to a dog that truly deserved a 

good life.   

After spending a little time with Sani-

bel, they agreed that they wanted to 

adopt her.  I was so relieved to know 

that she would be adopted by them.  

She would be living the best life 

ever with them.  She had a big house 

with a huge fenced in back yard, 

and most of all she would be spoiled 
rotten!!!   

Adoption day arrived and I was 

completely amused that Sanibel al-

ready had a brand new Ohio U 

sweatshirt, and she looked really 

great in it.  I felt really good about 

them adopting her.  She was going 

to live a life that dogs only dream of.  

I stayed for awhile and watched 

Trinity ð My life was worth nothing, but 

now I have a purposeé.to LIVE! 



 

Thanks for bringing Murphy into our 

lives and everything you do for all of the 

other dogs!!  

Fidoõs Forever  
Familiesð Murphyõs  

1 Year Anniversary  
By:  Mary Beth & John Bergenstein 

 
We are just short of 1 year since we 

adopted Murphy, so we thought we 

would give you an update.  Itõs hard to 

believe heõs the same dog we brought 

home last June.  Heõs become much 

calmer and is incredibly more well be-

haved.  We took your advice and have 

been working with Mel at Paramount 

Dog Training to build on Murphyõs train-

ing.  We are now able to walk Murphy  

 

with the leash in one hand with abso-

lutely no pulling or getting out of con-

trol.  Weõve also been taking him in our 

field and working with his stay and come 

commands.  We take him around a cou-

ple of times to make sure we scare off 

any creatures in the woods, and then we 

drop the 30ft. Lead, to let him roam.  

Weõre even able to tell him to sit and 

stay we walk to the other end of the field 

and call for him.  Weõve been using a 

whistle as you suggested.  He sure does 

like to run, and we like it too, since it 

really tires him out.  We attached a pic-

ture of him shortly after one of his runs.  

He really likes to sleep like that!  Iõm not 

sure how it can be comfortable but he 

does it all the time!         

 

periences with us.  She has become 

my running partner, and loves to 

snuggle under the covers.  She is 

great with the neighborhood kids 

and does well on and off the leash.  

What a girl!!!  

My husband and I recently lost our 

Chocolate Lab, Morgan.  Although 

we tried everything we could to 

save her, we were unable to.  Sad-

dened by losing one of our best 

friends and child, we both agreed 
that we wanted to get another dog, 

but this time it had to be a rescueé 

we were determined to give a less 

fortunate dog the life they deserved.  

After checking out several rescues 

we came across Fidoõs Companion 

and Michelleõs story and passion for 

starting the rescue...it was then that 

we knew Fidoõs Companion was the  

rescue that we wanted to work with.  

Brian and I have always talked about 

getting a Chocolate German Short -

haired Pointer, and FIDOõs had one 

on their adoptable dog list.   

We set up a home visit at our house 

to see if òSanibeló  would get along 

with our 9 month old Chocolate lab  

Dagoba.  

We knew she would be a fit as soon 

as we opened the front door.  Sani-
bel was a beauty and so sweet...she 

acted as if she had been with us 

since she was a puppy, and Dagoba 

loved her as much as we did.  About 

30 minutes into the visit we told 

them weõd take her and have been 

SO happy ever since.  We still ask 

the same question that we did when 

we met her...how could anyone let 

this dog go???  Regardless we are 

glad that she is ours!  

Sanibel is a well adjusted dog and 

made the transition to our home with 

such ease.  It has been great to see 
her reaction to her òfirst timeó ex-

   Fido Fundraisingð How You Can Help!! 
Give your home and garage a much needed, belated spring cleaning and hold a 

garage sale to benefit Fidoõs Companion.!!!  FIDO desperately needs  

funding to save lives!  

Fidoõs Forever Familiesð The Chocolicious Duo!  By Glenna & Brian Snezek 
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Fidoõs Factsð A Guide to Grooming; Care of West Park Animal Hospital 
 www.westparkanimalhospital.com 
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Although itõs often overlooked, 

grooming is an important part of 

your dogõs health program.  Routine 

brushing and combing removes 

dead hair and dirt and prevents mat-

ting.  Because it stimulates the blood 

supply to the skin, grooming also 

give your pet a healthier and shinier 

coat. 

WHEN TO START  

Start regular grooming when you 

first bring your dog home and make 

it a part of his routine.  Purchase a 

good quality brush and comb and 

get your dog used to being handled.  

Praise your dog when he holds still 

and soon he will come to enjoy the 

extra attention.  Some breeds have 

special grooming needs, so ask your 

vet or a professional groomer for 

advice on particular equipment nec-

essary for your pet.  

BRUSHING  

Your dogõs skin and hair coat reflect 

his overall health and nutritional 

status.  Many dogs maintain a 

healthy skin and hair coat with mini-

mal assistance; othersð especially 

some long -haired or curly -haired 

breeds -require regular brushing.  

For most dogs, and good brushing 

once or twice a week will do the 

trick.  

BATHING  

The need for bathing depends on 

the breed of dog, his skin type and 

hair coat, owner preference and just 

how dirty your pet gets.  Bathing 

your dog every month or two isnõt 

unreasonable, but some dogs will 

need more frequent cleanings.  A 

good rule of thumb is to bathe your 

pet only when his coat gets dirty or 

begins to smell òdoggyó.  When 

bathing your dog, make sure to 

rinse all of the soap out of his coat.  If 

he has persistent problems with 

scratching or flaky skin, he may 

need a special medicated shampoo 

or have a skin problem that your 

veterinarian should examine.  

 

SKIN PROBLEMS  

Skin problems ð including fleas, ticks 

and mites or allergies and infections

ð are common among dogs.  Most 

conditions are manageable with 

early detection and treatment.  If 

you notice excessive scratching, 

hair loss or flaky skin, contact your 

veterinarian.  If your pet is continu-

ously exposed to fleas and ticks, 

speak to your veterinarian about 

products to minimize the impact of 

these parasites on the skin.  Remem-

ber that a consistently poor hair coat 

with lots of skin flaking may indicate 

a deeper medical problem.  

EARS 

Ears may also require cleaning, es-

pecially in dogs with oily skin or 

allergies.  This is a delicate task and is 

probably best left to your vet.  However, 

if your dog is easy to handle (and there is 

no chance that you will be bitten), you 

can learn to do this chore yourself.  To 

remove excessive wax and debris from 

the ears, consider an ear cleaning every 

two to four weeks.  Ask your veterinarian 

about products you can use at home, and 

be sure to ask for a demonstration of 

proper ear cleaning techniques. 

 

NAIL TRIMMING  

While clipping nails is a painless and sim-

ple process, it takes practice and patience 

to master the skill.  Ask your vet to show 

you the correct technique, then get started 

by getting your pet used to having his 

paws handled.  Once your start using the 

clippers, go slowly:  try clipping just a 

few nails in one sitting.  Maintain a regu-

lar schedule and be persistent.  Your pet 

will eventually develop patience and learn 
to cooperate. 

 

Oh the Saddest of Sights 

in a World of Sin, 

Is the Little Lost Puppy 

with his Tail Tucked 

Inéé. 

òArthur Guitermanó 

 

òA consistently poor hair coat with lots 

of skin flaking may indicate a deeper 

medical problem:. 

 


